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Hot Seat Comment

Trade negotiations for a Free Trade Agreement: a guide to general principles and requirements

Ron Sandrey, tralac Associate, discusses the trade negotiation
process towards a Free Trade Agreement, with reference to the
Tripartite Free Trade Area (TFTA)

The objective of a new tralac Working Paper, entitled Trade negotiations
for a Free Trade Agreement: a guide to general principles and
requirements (click here to download the paper from tralac’s website), is
to outline the process of a trade negotiation and offer a pathway to
follow. It is important to accept that this process is just what it says it is: a

negotiation. There are gains that are sought and positions that you would like to protect, while, similarly,
the other side of the table is facing the same situation. As with any street-side discussion on price at a
market stall anywhere in Africa, each party should have a clear picture of where their bottom line is. The
points discussed in this paper are especially relevant and timely as the region starts the serious process of
negotiations in the so-called Tripartite Free Trade Area (TFTA).

Primarily we must recognise that from an economic perspective any negotiation will end with both winners
and losers within a country. Consumers benefit from the free trade agreement as they have a wider
access to goods at lower prices. Producers in the importing country suffer losses, as there is a price
decrease that induces a decrease in output of existing firms (and perhaps some closures), a decrease in
employment, and a decrease in profit. The aggregate national welfare effect is found by summing these
gains and losses to consumers and producers and to the government through reduced border taxation.
While the relative size of these components is important, the overwhelming evidence from FTAs is that the
overall effect is positive, not withstanding some negatives.

While an FTA analysis often focuses on merchandise goods, such an approach is a much narrower one
than is needed for the modern FTA. There are several other issues such as market access for services,
possible concessions on Sanitary and Phytosanitary (SPS) and Technical Barriers to Trade (TBT) issues,
and possible investment and investment-related benefits for example. These are all discussed in this tralac
Paper, and it is stressed that in order to make some gains, concessions on other issues must be made. It

is about give and take, and not just about the take that a defensive tariff offer would be. Crucially, it is a
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is about give and take, and not just about the take that a defensive tariff offer would be. Crucially, it is a
negotiation spread over a wide number of issues even though a tariff offer is likely to be the visible
platform that negotiations are launched from.

As the region moves forward into the TFTA negotiations we consider it important for South Africa to
carefully consider its position as the country with an asymmetrical power in the region. What South Africa
does will largely dictate the final outcome of these negotiations. We believe that South Africa has a role
and a duty to provide regional leadership in the formulation of this FTA. This belief is based upon both
political-economy reasons as Africa’s leading industrial power and the well-established economic principle
based upon the concept of comparative advantage that reciprocal trade liberalisation is beneficial to the
partners concerned. Should South Africa start from a very negative tariff access offer to those countries
outside of SADC, this would suggest to others that South Africa is determined to preserve its domestic
manufacturing sector from even limited regional competition and forego an opportunity to enhance its
regional champion reputation. Such an approach is in turn unlikely to induce reciprocal access
opportunities for South Africa.

This is especially apparent when the merchandise trade with the TFTA region is assessed against the
current trade and access conditions for SADC imports. There are two points here. The first is that an
examination of the wider TFTA imports against the imports into South Africa from the Southern African
Development Community (SADC) during 2012 shows that non-SADC imports from the greater TFTA area
were a mere 3.6% of the total TFTA imports. The second point is that virtually all of these SADC imports
are duty free under SADC concessions as part of the wider regional development agenda. We urge South
Africa to take a leadership role in making a realistic tariff concession offer to non-SADC members of the
TFTA. To do otherwise on 3.6% of the TFTA merchandise imports would do little to suggest that South
Africa is serious about its regional leadership role on the one hand and on the other, do little to encourage
the TFTA partners further north to in turn open their markets to South African exports.

Looking at the wider picture of an FTA in the Tripartite area, Hartzenberg (2012, page i) outlines in a tralac
book how the potential TFTA is based upon the three pillars of traditional market access, infrastructural
development and industrialisation in the region. These latter two pillars go beyond the general thinking of a
tariff-related agreement and emphasise that the region is at least recognising the inter-relationships of
modern trade and industrial policies. In particular, “these negotiations will be a test of how serious member
states are about a development approach to regional integration” (Hartzenberg, 2012). We concur, and
suggest that only by taking a leadership position to the initial tariff offer to the non-SADC members will the
longer term goal of African regional integration be enhanced. There is too much to lose by not starting
from a position that shows that South Africa recognises its wider role and does not sacrifice the 3.6% of
TFTA imports at the altar of its own domestic industrial protection.

Click here to read this hot seat comment and its sources on tralac’s website.
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New Working Paper:  The New Zealand-China Free Trade Agreement: implications for South Africa

By Ron Sandrey, tralac Associate: Two-way merchandise trade between New Zealand and China has
increased since the Free Trade Agreement (FTA) was implemented, but this is a weak test of the FTA per
se as virtually all countries have been increasing their trade with China. However, examining Chinese
merchandise trade through to the end of 2012 applies a stronger test and confirms that New Zealand’s
imports into China were increasing at a rate significantly above the average. This is especially true for
agriculture where dairy in particular is booming. New Zealand lists its reasons for seeking an FTA with
China as including increased access for goods and services and a vehicle for resolving trade and
investment issues, a framework for discussing and cooperating on labour and environmental issues,
support for its desire to engage more closely with Asia, and raising the profile for New Zealand companies
in China. The opportunity to become the first developed country to hitch its wagon to the global star of
China was a major breakthrough for New Zealand as there appear to be few if any obvious downsides.
Conversely, for South Africa, it is likely that its own fragile domestic manufacturing sector (and clothing in
particular) would face extreme pressure from an FTA negotiated with China along the lines of the fully
comprehensive FTA implemented by New Zealand. Read more and download the working paper on
tralac's website...

Working Paper:  Study into the cooperation of border management agencies in Zimbabwe

By Petros Shayanowako: Trade facilitation has become an important issue on the multilateral, regional
and Zimbabwean trade agendas, and with it, border management efficiency. Border management
concerns the administration of borders. Border agencies are responsible for the processing of people and
goods at points of entry and exit, as well as for the detection and regulation of people and goods
attempting to cross borders illegally. Efficient border management requires the cooperation of all border
management agencies, and such cooperation can only be achieved if proper coordination mechanisms,
legal frameworks and institutions are established. This study explores how border agencies in Zimbabwe
operate and cooperate in border management. Read more and download the working paper on tralac's
website...

tralac Internship Programme – Working Papers:

tralac’s Internship Programme provides an opportunity for recent graduates to work on trade-related
matters, specifically relevant to countries in eastern and southern Africa. tralac hosts interns for a period
of 2-6 months, during which time they work with tralac staff on research, training and public dialogue
programmes.

China and South Africa on their way to sustainable trade relations
By Frans Crul: Over the last decade China has become South Africa’s biggest trading partner. In this
period, foreign direct investments from China in South Africa grew as well. Although South Africa benefited
from these trade and investments, concerns about the sustainability of the trade relations with China came
to the surface. Exports to China mainly consist of raw materials, while finished consumer goods make up
for the majority of imports. Different solutions are being discussed to address the issue of unsustainability.
This paper focuses on the recent pattern of China-South Africa trade in the context of concerns about
unsustainability and measures to address the issue. Read more and download the working paper on
tralac's website...
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A brief overview of intra-African trade in east and southern Africa: Kenya, Zambia and Uganda
By Rudi van Blerk: The historically low levels of intra-African trade have made Africa vulnerable to external
economic shocks and have fostered a dependency on the rest of the world. As a result of these low levels
of trade many African countries have not been able to use trade to enhance specialisation between
countries and accelerate development and integration. This paper focuses on intra-regional trade in goods
and services in three east and southern African countries - Kenya, Zambia and Uganda. The trends seen
in these countries provide a brief overview of the current position of intra-African trade, infrastructure and
investment, specifically in the east and southern Africa region. Read more and download the working
paper on tralac's website...

Master of Commerce in Management Practice (Trade Law and Policy)

The University of Cape Town’s Graduate School of Business and tralac have teamed up to offer a course
that aims to build capacity in African countries to facilitate their integration into the global economy and
enhance their trade performance. The Masters degree is accredited and awarded by the University of
Cape Town. The programme adopts an innovative inter-disciplinary approach combining trade law, trade
policy and management, to build not only the technical capacity of policymakers and trade experts, but
also to enhance the institutional capacity of government departments and other organisations that play an
important role in the trade policy process. 

To address this institutional dimension of the capacity deficit, this programme combines law and
economics with management. The management component aims to enhance not only the learning
process of participants, by developing  their professional skills profile and enabling them to work more
effectively in a complex policy making arena, but also contributes to institutional development. The
programme adopts a mixed-modality learning approach – participants visit the UCT Graduate School of
Business campus in Cape Town, South Africa for three intensive full-time two-week learning blocks. An
inter-modular learning programme, anchored in their institution, includes essays, assignments and case
study analysis. These submissions are assessed, and in addition participants will be examined at the end
of each module. Participants also prepare a final dissertation on a topic of their choice. [Accreditation:
NQF 9 – 180 credits].  Read all details regarding duration, admission requirements and the application
process here...

Regular Updates from tralac

Tralac is sharing regular updates, news and new publications on Twitter and Facebook. Please join us
on Twitter: @TradeLawCentre and on Facebook: www.facebook.com/tradelawcentre

Please assist us to keep you informed by email in an optimized way by clicking on the “update
subscription preferences” link at the bottom of this email and updating your contact details via the
secure Mailchimp software.

Information on tariff applications, Government Gazette Notices and ITAC Reports
Information on tariff applications, Government Gazette Notices, and ITAC Reports is available following
this link --> http://www.itac.org.za/docs_page.asp?cID=6
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Events

tralac Annual Conference – 25-26 April 2013

tralac hosted its Annual Conference in Cape Town, South Africa, on 25 and 26 April 2013, providing an
opportunity for frank engagement among stakeholders on the trade and regional integration agenda for
eastern and southern Africa. Discussion focused on global developments, specifically on the increasing
complexity of global value chains and the implications for trade policy; and on the regional integration
agenda, including updates on developments in the Southern African Customs Union (SACU), the Southern
African Development Community (SADC), and specifically the negotiations to conclude a Tripartite Free
Trade Area (T-FTA). South Africa is an important participant in the T-FTA negotiations; discussion on the
political economy dynamics of trade policy and specifically South Africa’s FTA strategy was keenly
debated. Participants also considered the BRICS (Brazil, Russia, India, China and South Africa). These
emerging market countries, while constituting a political grouping, are also increasingly competing
amongst themselves as well as in African and global markets. Click here to read more about these focus
areas on tralac's website...
 
Videos of the presentations and discussions will be available soon.

       

http://www.tralac.org/2013/03/06/tralac-annual-conference-2013/
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New Working Paper:  Trade negotiations for a Free Trade Agreement: a guide to general principles
and requirements

By Ron Sandrey, tralac Associate: The objective of this paper is to outline the process of a trade
negotiation and, in particular, a pathway to follow. A fundamental principle is to recognise that these are
just what they say: trade negotiations. There are gains that are sought and positions that must be
protected, while, similarly, the other side of the table is facing the same situation. Any negotiation will end
with both winners and losers. Only by a careful analysis of the overall effects can an indication be made as
to whether or not an FTA will be unambiguously positive for a country. This paper runs a parallel pathway
to a companion paper assessing the China-New Zealand Free Trade Agreement (FTA), and both heavily
rely upon the New Zealand Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade publications for background data and
information. It also references extensively the 2005 paper on regional and bilateral FTAs by Martin Khor,
the Director of the Third World Network, and refers to the Chilean examples as, along with New Zealand,
this South American country leads the world in ‘genuine FTA relationships’. The term ‘genuine FTA
relationships’ is emphasised as many so-called FTAs are in reality less rigorous preferential trade
agreements (PTAs), with a genuine and comprehensive FTA being a PTA ‘on steroids’. Read more and
download the working paper on tralac's website...

New Working Paper:  The New Zealand-China Free Trade Agreement: implications for South Africa

By Ron Sandrey, tralac Associate: Two-way merchandise trade between New Zealand and China has
increased since the Free Trade Agreement (FTA) was implemented, but this is a weak test of the FTA per
se as virtually all countries have been increasing their trade with China. However, examining Chinese
merchandise trade through to the end of 2012 applies a stronger test and confirms that New Zealand’s
imports into China were increasing at a rate significantly above the average. This is especially true for
agriculture where dairy in particular is booming. New Zealand lists its reasons for seeking an FTA with
China as including increased access for goods and services and a vehicle for resolving trade and
investment issues, a framework for discussing and cooperating on labour and environmental issues,
support for its desire to engage more closely with Asia, and raising the profile for New Zealand companies

in China. The opportunity to become the first developed country to hitch its wagon to the global star of
China was a major breakthrough for New Zealand as there appear to be few if any obvious downsides.
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China was a major breakthrough for New Zealand as there appear to be few if any obvious downsides.
Conversely, for South Africa, it is likely that its own fragile domestic manufacturing sector (and clothing in
particular) would face extreme pressure from an FTA negotiated with China along the lines of the fully
comprehensive FTA implemented by New Zealand. Read more and download the working paper on
tralac's website...

Working Paper:  Study into the cooperation of border management agencies in Zimbabwe

By Petros Shayanowako: Trade facilitation has become an important issue on the multilateral, regional
and Zimbabwean trade agendas, and with it, border management efficiency. Border management
concerns the administration of borders. Border agencies are responsible for the processing of people and
goods at points of entry and exit, as well as for the detection and regulation of people and goods
attempting to cross borders illegally. Efficient border management requires the cooperation of all border
management agencies, and such cooperation can only be achieved if proper coordination mechanisms,
legal frameworks and institutions are established. This study explores how border agencies in Zimbabwe
operate and cooperate in border management. Read more and download the working paper on tralac's
website...

Working Paper:  China and South Africa on their way to sustainable trade relations

By Frans Crul, tralac Internship Programme: Over the last decade China has become South Africa’s
biggest trading partner. In this period foreign direct investments from China in South Africa grew as well.
Although South Africa benefited from these trade and investments, concerns about the sustainability of the
trade relations with China came to the surface. Exports to China mainly consist of raw materials, while
finished consumer goods make up for the majority of imports. Different solutions are being discussed to
address the issue of unsustainability. South Africa at first has to become more competitive and should
focus on productivity. When South African policymakers do the right thing, South Africa can be the
gateway to Africa and benefit from its current trade and political relations with China even more. Read
more and download the working paper on tralac's website...

Working Paper:  A brief overview of intra-African trade in east and southern Africa: Kenya, Zambia
and Uganda

By Rudi van Blerk, tralac Internship Programme: The historically low levels of intra-African trade have
made Africa vulnerable to external economic shocks and have fostered a dependency on the rest of the
world. As a result of these low levels of trade many African countries have not been able to use trade to
enhance specialisation between countries and accelerate development and integration. The high cost of
doing business in the region due to infrastructural gaps, duplicate border procedures and high
transportation costs are a major deterrent for opportunities to enhance both intra- and extra-regional trade.
This paper focuses on intra-regional trade in goods and services in three east and southern African
countries - Kenya, Zambia and Uganda. The trends seen in these countries provide a brief overview of the
current position of intra-African trade, infrastructure and investment, specifically in the east and southern
Africa region. Read more and download the working paper on tralac's website...

Working Paper:  Governance, trade and statehood in Africa

By Prof Gerhard Erasmus: International institutions and commentators have been arguing for years that
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By Prof Gerhard Erasmus: International institutions and commentators have been arguing for years that
African nations have to reform their government institutions and policy procedures in order to be able to
tackle poverty and under-development. Better trade governance is, for example, key to reaping the
developmental benefits of trade liberalisation. Many African voices have echoed the same message about
better governance, mostly with the more urgent plea for democratic rule at home and respect for human
rights. Why then is it not happening – or at least not on a sufficient scale?  Read more and download the
working paper on tralac's website...

Summary of new book:  BRICS - South Africa's Way Ahead?

Presenting collaborative research by the Trade Law Centre (tralac) and the National Agricultural Marketing
Council (NAMC), this book focuses on the group of developing countries that are now commonly referred
to as the BRICS (Brazil, Russia, India, China, and, since 2011, South Africa). Key aspects of the trade and
investment relationships among these countries are examined; the BRICS collectively also play an
important role in global production, trade and investment trends. The collection of full Working Papers that
are summarized in this paper, will be published on the tralac website. A book containing these papers and
several others will be launched in due course.  Click here to read more and download the Summary paper
on tralac's website...

Working Paper: An assessment of the Trade and Development Cooperation Agreement

By Ron Sandrey and Tania Gill: The Trade and Development Cooperation Agreement (TDCA) between
South Africa and the European Union (EU) is an important trade agreement for South Africa, as it enables
preferential access to its largest market for many product lines. While it is natural that South Africa should
be focusing upon the opportunities it has been afforded through its relationship with the newly-emerging
BRIC (Brazil, Russia, India and China) countries it is crucial to look back and assess the TDCA against the
prospects of an enhanced trading and economic relationship with the BRICs. This is especially so in the
present policy environment where the Economic Partnership Agreements (EPAs) between the EU and
African countries are being vigorously negotiated.  Read more and download the working paper from
tralac's website...

Working Paper: Shall we samba? – an update

By Ron Sandrey, tralac Associate: The world’s economic and trading environments have changed since
the 2010 publication of tralac’s South Africa’s way ahead: Shall we samba? In this update to that
publication tralac examines how the South American Mercosur economies of Brazil in particular have fared
from these changes, with again a special focus on agriculture and Brazil’s trading relationship with South
Africa. Will the resilience of these newly-emerging nations hold in perhaps increasingly challenging times?
 Read more and download the working paper here...  

Working Paper: A Perspective on Common Industrial Policies for the Member States of the
Southern African Customs Union

By Colin McCarthy, tralac Associate: This paper addresses the use of industrial policy as a means of
encouraging the economic development of SACU member states, the smaller and economically lesser

developed countries in particular. The topic is not only relevant because SACU is a customs union of
developing but unequal economies but also because the SACU Agreement of 2002 specifically requires
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developing but unequal economies but also because the SACU Agreement of 2002 specifically requires
the Member States to develop common industrial policies. This makes a close consideration of the
rationale and nature of SACU industrial policy a policy and legal imperative.  Read more and download the
working paper from tralac's website...

Click here to view other tralac Publications....
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Visa requirements in Africa hamper trade and job creation, concludes panel at the African Development
Bank Annual Meetings

“Africa is one of the regions in the world with the highest visa requirements. Visa restrictions imply missed
economic opportunities for intra-regional trade and for the local service economy such as tourism, cross-
country medical services or education.” – Professor Mthuli Ncube, Chief Economist and Vice-President of
the African Development Bank. During the African Development Bank Annual Meetings in Marrakech, [...]

SA, Moz port authorities increase cooperation

The Transnet National Ports Authority (TNPA) and the Maputo Ports Development Company (MPDC)
have signed a landmark Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) that will pave the way for cooperation
between the two port authorities. The signing of the MoU is the formalisation of discussions that have been
developed through extensive bilateral talks and visits over an extended period of time. [...]

What it takes for trade to reduce poverty in Africa

Despite tremendous progress in poverty reduction over the last two decades, poverty still persists. Along
with South Asia, Africa is a region where large numbers of people continue to live in extreme poverty. It is
also a region where there is clearly room for higher foreign trade levels (see Chart). Given that trade can
generate growth – and thus poverty reduction [...]

Japan seeks to remake Asia-Africa relationship

Acutely aware of China’s strong presence in resource-rich Africa, Japan, the world’s third largest
economy, is beefing up its relations with the continent. Participants at a high-level donor conference
hosted by Japan this week stressed the need for closer engagement, not through the traditional grants and
assistance loans that have hitherto defined the relationship, but [...]

Services to shine in nation’s trade with Africa

China-Africa trade in services has huge potential while the cooperation will gradually expand into finance,
information, insurance and legal services, experts said. “China is the world’s largest developing country
while Africa is the continent with the most developing countries. And the potential is huge for bilateral trade
in services,” Sun Zhenyu, head of the China Society for WTO Studies and [...]
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Kenya’s move to sign EPAs worries EAC states

Kenya will be drifting away from the objectives of the East African Integration if it goes ahead to sign the
long overdue Economic Partnership Agreement (EPAs) experts have observed. Kenya’s deputy President
William Ruto last week promised to conclude the long drawn-out search for a binding pact to safeguard
multi-billion shilling exports to Europe in two months. [...]

Transforming Africa’s trade finance industry: What next?

On the margins of the African Development Bank Group (AfDB) 48th Annual Meetings, in a side event
gathered on May 29th 2013, Trade Finance (TF) leaders and practitioners met to exchange views on their
perspectives of the trade finance industry in Africa. TF contributes positively to private sector development,
at the core of Africa’s Structural Transformation, [...]

Malawi: Second Review under the Extended Credit Facility Arrangement and Request for Modification of
Performance Criteria

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY The authorities remain committed to the policy reforms they have been
implementing since May 2012. Notwithstanding growing public complaints and protests about the rising
cost of living, the authorities reiterated their commitment to stay the course of policy reforms to the
Managing Director of the Fund when she visited Malawi in early January [...]

UNCTAD puts forward reform options for investor-State dispute settlement system

UNCTAD is calling for collective efforts to assess options for reform of the current system of investor-State
dispute settlement. UNCTAD’s paper, entitled Reform of Investor-State Dispute Settlement: In Search of a
Roadmap, which is part of the IIA Issues Notes series, comes out at a time when the number of new
claims has reached a new peak, [...]

SA demotion in competition rankings underlines investor concerns

Investor concerns about South Africa have been underlined in a new report on competitiveness, showing
the country fell three places to 53rd out of 60 countries not widely regarded as centres of economic
excellence, among them Peru and Columbia. Not only was South Africa the worst performer compared
with its Brics counterparts Brazil, Russia, India and China, [...]

Japan seeks African trade inroads at Summit as China dominates

Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe will meet one-on-one with 40 African leaders this weekend as his
government looks to catch up with China in pursuing resources, markets and influence on the continent.
Abe is set to lay out his Africa policy in a speech at the June 1-3 Tokyo International Conference on
African Development, attended by officials [...]

Making economic integration work in the Horn of Africa

In the Horn of Africa, it is often presumed that the Intergovernmental Authority on Development (IGAD)
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provides an institutional framework for economic integration. The African Union, for instance, recognizes
IGAD as one of the continent’s premiere regional economic associations, alongside others such as the
Southern African Development Community (SADC), the Economic Community of West African
States (ECOWAS) and the East African Community (EAC). [...]

The reality of regional integration on the African continent

Exactly 20 years ago the World Economic Forum (WEF) had its first event in Africa about Africa. The
theme then, and still is today, interestingly, looked at political stability and regional integration. Although
there have been significant strides in relation to political stability, the latter continues to elude the
continent. The relevance of regional integration in Africa [...]

Brazil ‘to write off’ almost $900m of African debt

Brazil has announced that it will cancel or restructure almost $900m (£600m) worth of debt with Africa. Oil-
and gas-rich Congo-Brazzaville, Tanzania and Zambia are among the 12 African countries to benefit. The
move is seen as an effort to boost economic ties between the world’s seventh largest economy and the
African continent. [...]

EU Parliament signs off on US trade talks, with caveats

The European Parliament overwhelmingly signed off on Brussels’ plans to begin trade talks with
Washington, with 460 lawmakers in favour, 105 against, and 28 abstentions. However, EU lawmakers also
passed a separate amendment urging the exclusion of the controversial “cultural exception” from the talks,
in a move that some observers warn might be indicative of future hurdles for the negotiations. [...]
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Trade data to end March 2013

Africa-US trade data has been updated to include March 2013 data. Just under $7 billion worth of exports
were shipped to the US under AGOA preference. This is 21% lower in dollar terms compared to the same
period in 2012. The largest contributors to this aggregate are Nigeria and Angola: Nigeria's exports have
stabilized and are similar to 2012 levels while Angola's have declined by 50%. South Africa, as the third
largest exporter under AGOA and most diverse economy in Africa, has increased its AGOA exports
slightly (+4%) over this period. Lesotho has recorded a similar increase while exports from other SACU
Member States are lower.

Bilateral trade profiles by country and region 2012

Bilateral US-Africa trade profiles on a country-by-country basis may be viewed at this link, which
disaggregates the trade data on a sector basis. Profiles include South Africa , Lesotho , Botswana ,

Namibia , Swaziland as well as regional profiles for BLNS , SACU , SADC and for all other AGOA
beneficiaries.
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Other AGOA data includes disaggregated bilateral trade profiles for each AGOA country individually (as
well as within various regional configurations), preferential trade under AGOA / GSP  and sectoral data
from AGOA-eligible countries by value and as a proportion of US imports, as well as sectoral “new AGOA”
and “GSP AGOA” data. Textile data is available by value and by volume and includes trade data
to February 2013.

For the current quota year (October 2012 - September 2013), the fill rate for the quota period October
- February 2013 is 5.95% (LDC sub-quota: 11.84%). Data to February also shows that exports (by value)
have increased slightly compared to the same period 2012. Further details at this link. Graphical overview
here.

Latest AGOA news

Two-day AGOA mid-term review ahead of forum underway
Japan’s proposed AGOA-like agreement would open door for African countries
“The US is optimistic about Africa’s future” Dr. Reuben Brigety: US Bureau of African Affairs
Delay in AGOA-rule extension affected Kenyan garment sector, stats reveal
Requests for funds to dominate Obama’s visit to Africa

AGOA.info on twitter
Follow AGOA.info on twitter: twitter.com/AGOAinfo
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